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But recently, Ryden says, Phoenix
planners and developers have figured
out freeways and sprawl are not the
unlywayw find space for new housing.

buil of the light-rail system
andtheamv&l ‘of sports arenas and
new entertainment and cultural ven-
ues downtown have made the busiest
ts in the city desirable as living
meu Stacking housing units on top
of each other is popular again.
We're not exactly Manhattan yet, but
ertically is definitely a trend.

vﬁatl’homixresidentsm making

choice?
include Millennials and empty

nentm

"’I'hey can be mature people who
or young professionals
whowamto e close to their jobs,"
says Polly Mitchell, in sales with Geof-
frey Edmunds Realty, which recently
sold about 70 condos in the Summit at
quare. “They're people who
don't want to drive to work; they want
to walk. There are single people and
married people. There are a few fam-
ilies in Copper Square. And almost ev-
erybody has a dog.”

Copper Square has an outdoor
swimming pool, huge fitness center,
three elevators and one covered park-
ing spot for every unit, Very popular
with residents is the on-site concierge
service at the entrance. The building is

a gated community; everyone has
to check in at the front door. Packages
can be dropped off with the concierge.

Thinking about high-rise living?

Here are issues you'll face:

Tra on — Although you do
get parking, it's often only enough for
one car. You can, however, rent or
“buy” spots in nearby parking lots.

HOAs and fees — You probably will
have a homeowner's association and
monthly fees for maintaining the prop-
erty and making capital improve-
ments. These expenses can be hefty
but often include water, electricity,
trash and parking. Sometimes fees are
based on the size of the unit, with own-

ers of smaller units less than
penthouse residents. Where there are
HOAs, conflicts can be brewing from

time to time, but these associations can
speed up maintenance and help main-
tain the value of your investment.

Recreation and amenities — Al-
though you can expect to find a swim-
ming pool and fitness center, some
bu.ilg.l.ngs also have community club
rooms and organize events and activ-
ities for residents.

Views — Due to the height of these
buildings, there are rtunities for
great views of mountains city-
scapes. Because of our intense desert
sun, the direction your condo faces
maybelmportant—especia]ly innew-
er units that often have a whole wall of
windows. Facing north rather than
west is generally more popular with

High-rise living can include amenities like the well-appainted lobby at the Summit at Copper Square.

buyers and often costs more.

hotigh g i e g
1] owntown, for example,
hashad an increase in dining spots, you
might not find all food options in walk-
ing distance. There are no old-fash-
ioned grocery stores in downtown
Phoenix like there are on the Upper
West Side in New York.

Noise and traffic — Most high-end
units have premium insulation to muf-
fle noises. Because residential units do
not usually start on the bottom floors,
there’s probably little chance of expe-
riencing heavy street noise. But in
Copper Square, for example, you see
airplanes flying back and forth to Sky
Harbor. You probably can't hear them
in your condo, but you will when you're
out on the balcony or when you open
the windows. But many residents tend
to view the ballpark, the airport and
planes as part of the downtown excite-
ment.

Resale value — When high-rise con-
do projects first opened in the boom
years, some buyers paid big-ticket
Em for units. Some of those early

uwsrg3 have yet to recoup :hm:lg\éest-
ment, But prices are going up uy-
ing now can still get you bargains.

Maintenance gou buy a condo,
there are no troes or ushes to prune,
no air-conditioner to maintain, no exte-
rior painting to doand no pool to clean.

Next week: New regulations for
America's water heaters and what
they mean for your home.

For more do-it-yourself tips, go to
rosteanthehouse.com. An Arizona
homebuilding and remodeling industry
mﬂfw!im Rosie Romero is the host
of the syndicated “ Rosie on the House"

radio program heard in Phoenix from 7 to 11
a.m. Saturdays on KTAR-FM (92.3). Call
888-767-4348.
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PHOTOS BY SUMMIT AT COPPER SQUARE

The pool overlooks the top of Chase Field, an attraction for baseball fans.
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Expect luxury materials like granite countertops in high-rise condos.
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